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Deacon Candidate

Michael R. Martini

ichael R. Martini’s journey to
the permanent diaconate began
with a small request from his pastor
many years ago.
“It was a gradual thing as I started
going to Immaculate Conception Parish
in Annandale. For me, it started with just
an invitation from a priest. Msgr. (Immanuel W.) Vernon was the first person
to ask me (to help him), then Father Andy
(Andrew L. Szaroleta),” Martini said.
“With both priests, but particularly
with Msgr. Andy, it was simply being
asked to do something, for example,
‘Mike, could you go to the Sacristy and
get something for me?’ or, ‘Can you
help me out with this project?’ I felt very
trusted, very at home, by being asked to
do something for the Church,” he said.
“Attending a Cornerstone retreat was
a life changing experience and it certainly
enriched my faith. It made me very proud
to be Catholic, and moved me in the direction of the diaconate,” Martini said.
Two people especially helped him discern: Msgr. Andy and parish Deacon Joseph
Campbell, who Michael describes as inspir-

ing. “They never pushed. Deacon Joe would
just ask, ‘Are you thinking about it?’ They
helped me to recognize (the call) because
there always was that question: ‘Is this just
me or is it the Lord calling me?’”
Martini and his wife Kathleen have
been married for 28 years and members of
Immaculate Conception Parish since 1991.
They have three children: Christopher, 21;
Katharine, 17, and Andrew, 15. Originally
from Brooklyn, Martini holds a bachelor’s
degree in business administration from
Pace University and a law degree from
New York Law School, both in New York
City. He works as an attorney and title officer for K. Hovnanian Title.
“My wife is extremely supportive.
I think she’s always recognized that this
was a possibility. She’s been extremely
patient, and she has also kept me mindful
of the balance that I need to keep between
the Church and my family,” Martini said.
“The children also recognize how important this is to me and have been very
generous in allowing me to do it.”
“The family has to be on board. I
think that they share the ministry to the

extent that they share me,” he continued.
“I think that (my ministry) enriches their
lives at the same time,” Martini said.
Martini’s ministry experience in Immaculate Conception is extensive, including
serving on the pastoral council, children’s
liturgy committee, Cornerstone, Citizens
Advisory Board, Hunterdon/Warren County
Catholic Charities, the Catholic School and
School Advisory Committees and as an
extraordinary minister of the Eucharist. He
represented the parish before the Clinton
Township Planning Board when obtaining approvals for Immaculate Conception
School, cemetery and mausoleum.
Msgr. Szaroleta will vest Martini at
ordination. “He was so instrumental in
giving the invitation to participate in parish
life, and for trusting me on a professional
level,” said Martini, who is assigned to
minister at Immaculate Conception.
Right now, Martini feels “very blessed
and obviously very excited. I feel that I’ve
come full circle and I feel very blessed to
have gotten through it. Also, being able to
do the things that I have been privileged to
do in the parish has been very affirming.”
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“Attending a Cornerstone retreat was a life changing experience and it certainly enriched my faith.
It made me very proud to be Catholic, and moved me in the direction of the diaconate.”
— Michael R. Martini

For candidate, Church has always been ‘home’, place of ‘peace’
J

home,” he said. “When I’m in church, it’s
where I belong. I’m at peace.”
In New Jersey, he became more involved in parish ministries, including pastoral council, worship and administration
mini-councils, building committee, baptismal preparation, job seekers group and as
an extraordinary minister of the Eucharist.
One day, McCormick received a
phone call from retired Deacon Martin
B. Mulroy, who had served a few years
at the parish. Mulroy said, “You know,
Jake, you really ought to think about
becoming a deacon. You just have a way
with people. You validate people.”
In April 2005, Deacon Mulroy sent
McCormick a letter with more information
on the diaconate. McCormick spoke to his
pastor at the time, Msgr. Liam A. Minogue,
who concurred with Mulroy’s requests.
“Marty is a person I really respect. Msgr.
Liam is somebody I really respected,” McCormick said. So he moved forward.
“There was never a moment of surety. For me it was — this feels like where

I should be. It’s just a matter of listening
for the call and acting on it when you recognize it,” McCormick explained.
Holy Ghost Father Sean Broderick,
permanent parish administrator, will vest
McCormick at ordination. Msgr. Minogue
went home to the Lord in March 2007.
“(Father Broderick) has been very supportive of Chris (Conroy) and me,” McCormick said of he and the other candidate
from the parish. “My wife has been very
supportive the whole time. Along the way
she has gotten more and more involved in
the parish. I think (my vocation) is growing
on her,” McCormick said.
As ordination nears, McCormick
said, “I look forward to acting as a deacon instead of studying to be one.” His
goal is “just helping people, whether it’s
counseling or whether a family gets into
some trouble,” he said.
Mary McCormick is “relieved and
glad it’s almost over. It’s exciting! It’s a
big commitment. He can move on and do
his ministry.”

— Deacon Martin B. Mulroy
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“You know, Jake, you really ought to think about becoming a deacon.
You just have a way with people. You validate people.”

Deacon Candidate

CATHOLIC SPIRIT

ames N. McCormick of Mary, Mother
of God Parish in Hillsborough was
strongly attracted to the priesthood as a
youth in Madison, Wisc. He attended Holy
Name minor seminary there for four years.
“By my junior year I realized I
wasn’t so crazy about the celibacy thing,
and it was also too much of a commitment
at the time,” McCormick said. “I think I
was drawn to it but I was only 13,” McCormick said, “yet I’m sure that’s a piece
of what brought me to where I am now.”
McCormick earned his bachelor’s
degree in English/political science at the
University of Wisconsin and Penn State.
He and his wife Mary are married for 33
years and have three children: Matthew,
31; Megan, 27, and Melissa, 24. They
have been members of Mary, Mother of
God for 26 years. He retired from Merrill
Lynch and Company as head of American facilities two years ago.
McCormick always found solace in
his faith despite multiple moves. “Being
in church was one place that was always

June 15, 2010 10:29 am / Powered by QContent

